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39 RELIEF CAMP FOR FLOOD HIT VICTIMS IN COLLABORATION NSS MAN OFFICE 

NEW DELHI  ON 16-11-2014, 4 TEACHERS AND 400 VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 RELIEF CAMP FLOOD HIT VICTIMS IN COLLABORATION WITH DELHI BASED NGO 

EKTA FORUM ON 14-2-2015, 6 TEACHERS AND 200 VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATED 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

41 WEEKLONG PLANTATION DRIVE IN COLLABORATION WITH NGO RAHEEM 

GREENS /ULDD  ON 9-4-2015 TO 15-4-2015, 15 TEACHERS AND 200 

VOLUNTEERS PARTICIPATED  
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30 PLANTATION DRIVE IN COLLABORATION WITH RAHEEM GREENS (NGO FOR 

ENVIRONMENT)/ULDD ON 21ST MARCH 2013 WHERE 18 TEACHERS AND 408 NSS 

VOLUNTEERS/ STUDENTS PARTICIPATED . “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 CLEANNESS DRIVE” IN COLLABORATION WITH NSS UNITS OF VARIOUS OF COLLEGES/+2 

INSTITUTIONS  ONAPRIL 24, 2013 10 TEACHERS AND 186 NSS VOLUNTEERS/ STUDENTS 

PARTICIPATED. 
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Sat Sharma flagging off Mindal Mata Yatra from Jammu on
Friday. 

IMO demands start of first 
batch of BAMS/BUMS 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: The
Indigenous Medicine
Organisation (IMO) in a meet-
ing held under the chairman-
ship of Dr K K Gandotra
adopted a resolution in which
it was demanded that first
batch of BAMS/BUMS may
be started in Government
Ayurvedic and Unani Colleges
in the State during 2014-15
academic session.

The orgainsation expressed
satisfaction over the efforts of
Dr Abdul Kabir Dar, Director
Indian System of Medicine
J&K for strengthening the
department at the grass root
level, popularizing ISM
among the masses and proper-
ty projecting the ISM

Department, for setting up of
and conducting of ISM phar-
macists training course, up
gradation of Ayurvedic
Hospital Jammu by way of
constructing AYUSH poly-
clinic building and overall
development of infrastruc-
tures by his dedication and
devotion.

Members demanded to
fill up the vacant posts of
medical officer ISM through
Public Service Commission
(PSC).

They also ridiculed the
demand of separate
Directorate as the department
is very small and the spirit of
AYUSH is in its total integra-
tion not in segregation for the
interest at the cost of whole
system of ISM(AYUSH).

Mindal Mata Yatra
flagged off

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: The
sacred Mindal Mata Chhari
Yatra was today flagged off
from Rajpura by State Incharge
of BJP Cells Sat Sharma.

A large number of devotees
participated who also left for the
holy shrine along with the
Chhari Yatra.

Giving details of the Yatra,
Sri Sarv Shakti Mandal,
spokesperson said that the Yatra
commenced today and will
reach back to Jammu on June 3.

Sat Sharma said that with
the blessing of Mindal Mata, the
Yatra has taken its course.

After culmination of pooja
at Hari temple, Rehari Colony,
the prasad was also served to the
yatries.

Sri Sarv Shakti Sadan
members Sunil Kumar, Vinay
Gupta, Arun Gupta, Suresh
Kumar, Rakesh Kumar, Vinod
Gupta, Pawan Dutta, Anil
Kumar and Raman were among
the prominent persons present
on the occasion.

EDB to open 25 new 
business units, 32 ATMs

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: Ellaquai
Dehati Bank (EDB) has set a tar-
get of opening 25 new business
units, 32 ATMs and 8 more
ATMs in collaboration with its
sponsor bank, State Bank of
India (SBI) during the current
financial year (2014-
15).

This was disclosed
by A K Razdan,
Chairman, EDB, at a
review meeting held at
the Head Office of the
Bank. The chairman
said that their struc-
tured efforts have bore
results and EDB was emerging
one of the leading banking serv-
ices provider in J&K.

The chairman disclosed said
that a special drive for KCC dis-
bursement and SME disburse-
ment to farmers is being organ-
ized on May 30 and 31, 2014 at
all rural and semi urban business
units of the bank. 

EDB is the only local bank to
issue KCC ATM cards to the
farmers who can draw the

amount at any centre for the pur-
chase of fertilizers, pesticide and
other relevant material from the
market at competitive price, he
maintained.

He further revealed that the
bank has devised tailor made
credit products for the un-

employed youth and
emphasized upon the
youth to come for-
ward to take advan-
tage of the schemes
available with the
bank. 

The chairman said
that the expansion of
banking services in
the un-banked areas is

in the top of the priority list of
Government of India, adding
these business units will be
opened with all the modern
banking facilities in CBS plat-
form. 

The Bank has also formulat-
ed a short term plan for growth
and the recruitment of staff and a
massive drive is being contem-
plated according to the needs, he
added. 

Young Panthers protest 
against PDD

Excelsior Correspondent

AKHNOOR, May 30:
Irritated over unusual power
cuts, hundreds of youth held a
massive protest demonstration
against Power Development
Department (PDD) in front of
Tehsildars Office, here today.

Around hundreds of youth
under the leadership of Atul
Sudan, provincial secretary,
Young Panthers, gathered at
Tehsildar office, Akhnoor and
staged protest demonstration
seeking immediate intervention
of respective authorities of PDD
Department to provide respite to

the people from scheduled and
unscheduled power cuts. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Atul Sudan said that the people
of Akhnoor are bound to face
unusual power cuts even in this
scorching heat and nobody is
paying heed to their plight. It is
shameful that Akhnoor having
full political representation is
still deprived of basic civic
amenities like electricity, water
and roads.

He said that young Panthers
shall stand with the people in all
odds and circumstances and
fight for their immediate relief.

Diploma engineers project 
pending demands 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30:  All J&K
Diploma Engineers Association
discussed their demands in a
crucial meeting held here today.

Besides members of the
Association from J&K, repre-
sentatives from various bodies
of Diploma engineers from
Punjab, Himachal, Haryana and
Chandigarh participated. The
meeting was held under the
chairmanship of Upinder Singh
State president while Satnam
Singh Dhanoa, chairman
SAARC Diploma Engineers
Federation presided over the
meet. Mr Dhanoa while speak-
ing on the occasion stressed for
the broader unity  among the
States of North Zone. He also
congratulated newly elected
members of All J&K Diploma
Engineers Association and
extended full cooperation. 

Mr Dhanoa appealed the
J&K Government that the recent
memorandum submitted by the
Association on the analogy of
Punjab State  with respect to the
entry level grade and promotion
avenues be considered without
any further delay. 

Upinder Singh assured the
cadre that the Association will
strongly project their issues
before the Government and
would stress for seeking entry
level grade from Rs 5000-8000
to Rs 6700-10700 for the
Diploma engineers, enhance-
ment of TA from Rs 30 to Rs
5000 and promotion after every
10 years of service. He also
stressed for maintaining cadre
strength at the level of AE, AEE
and Executive Engineer. 

R D Kanwal from HP,
Vasudev from Punjab and DC
Bhardwaj advisor SAARC also
addressed the gathering. 

JK Bank organizes 
customers meet at Kud

Excelsior Correspondent

UDHAMPUR, May 30: A
customers meet was organized
today by J&K Bank here at Kud
in which customers of Batote,
Chenani, Kud, Udhampur Main,
Shiv Nagar business units of the
Bank along with prominent peo-
ple of the area participated. 

R K Chhibber, president
(Vigilance) of J&K Bank
presided over the meeting in the
presence of Zonal Head-Doda
and vice-president, Javed
Ahmad Bhat and Iqbal Singh,
Cluster Head,
Udhampur/Ramban.

In his welcome address,
Javed Ahmad Bhat congratulat-
ed the people of Kud on opening
of Bank's new business unit at
Kud. He said the bank is com-
mitted to take care of banking
needs of the people and to fulfill
these Bank is planning to open
more branches in the unbanked
areas.

Chhibber shared with the
gathering that J&K Bank is
always at their doorsteps in pro-
viding world-class banking
facilities and opening of new

branch at Kud is a step in that
direction. He also apprised the
audience about the various serv-
ices and products of the bank.

On behalf of customers,
Shanker Singh, a prominent
social activist of Chenani, Azad
Ahmad Bhat, Manik Gupta,
Mohan Lal Gupta and Harbajan
Singh spoke and also put forth
some suggestions like providing
more staff to Bank's branches at
Chenani and Batote, opening of
new branches in areas like
Bashat, Pattangarh, to keep
ATM at Chenani operational for
24 hours and opening of new
ATMs at Narsoo and Patnitop.

Chhibber assured the cus-
tomers that the matter relating to
opening of ATMs at Narsoo and
Patnitop, operation of Chenani
ATM for 24 hours shall be taken
care of at the appropriate level at
Corporate Headquarters. 

Regarding opening of new
branches, he shared with the
audience that bank has already
started the process and he is very
hopeful that 2-3 branches shall
be opened in Chenani block
within a year. 

Awareness program on animal-
human relations organized

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: The NSS
Unit of Government College for
Women (GCW), Gandhi Nagar,
organized an awareness pro-
gramme on animal-human rela-
tions, here today. 

Animal activist Malvika, was
the resource person on the occa-
sion who gave a power point
presentation on animal-human
relation. 

She spoke at length on vari-
ous aspects of animal-human
relations, role played by animals
in serving mankind and maintain-
ing ecological balance on one
hand and their plight and
exploitations by humans on other
hand. She underlined the need for
a playing a more ethical role
towards their care and protection.   

Principal of the College, Dr
Kiran Bakshi, appreciated the
efforts of Malvika for her con-
cern about animals and bringing
awareness about their protection
and care among masses. She also
distributed literature on animal-

human relations among the par-
ticipants. 

A large number of staff mem-
bers including heads of various
departments attended the pro-
gramme. 

Prof Shrotika Rajput, NSS
Programme Officer, conducted
the proceedings of programme
whereas NSS Programme
Officer, Dr Ashaq Malik co-ordi-
nated it. 

SDP leader Dr Darakhshan Andrabi presenting vision docu-
ment of her party to Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh in
Delhi on Friday.

Darakhshan meets Rajnath, 
presents SDP's vision document 
Excelsior Correspondent

NEW DELHI, May 30:
Socialistic Democratic Party
(SDP) president Dr Darakhshan
Andrabi met the Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh in his
office here today and presented
the vision document of her party
on J&K's economic develop-
ment. 

The document prepared by
the party, under the guidance of
Dr Darakhshan is an extensive
study of the economy of the
J&K State  conducted by the
party with the assistance of
reputed economists  and carries
the suggestive plans for
strengthening the local
resources  and developing
State's shattered economy. 

Dr Darakhshan Andrabi
expressed that by placing devel-
opment and peace as the thrust
points of NDA Government
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
national level, the people in
J&K have nurtured great hopes
for the good days ahead.    

The SDP leader further
expressed hope that the new
Government  at New Delhi will
surely restructure the J&K poli-
cy to address the ailments of
politics of the State which has
exploited the people for
decades. The Home Minister

assured Dr Andrabi that the
Central Government will seri-
ously study her party's vision
document  and try to generate
special job opportunities for the
unemployed youth of the trou-
bled J&K State.

Aware masses about
Art-370: AIHPLB

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: All India
Hindu Personal Law Board
(AIHPLB), Jammu Chapter
today asked all the political
parties to aware the masses
about Article-370.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, State president of All
India Hindu Personal Law
Board (AIHPLB), Sanjeev
Trehan said that the people are
unaware about Article-370 and
political parties should come
forward and aware them about
the merits and de-merits of the
article.

He added that the board will
work over various issues pre-
vailing in the society including
dowry harassment issues, child
marriage, female foeticide, etc.

He further stated that the
board will also aware the youth
about the ill-effects of drugs by

organizing various awareness
programmes.

Trehan disclosed that peo-
ple and Government are
unaware about various temples
and shrines and they will con-
duct an awareness drive for

them.
He urged the Union

Government to settle the issue
of Kashmiri Pandits regarding
their hometown.

"The board will open
schools and ashrams for the
children of militancy and vio-
lence affected families", he
added.

Among others present were
Ravinder Bali, general secre-
tary and Vijay Sharma, secre-
tary.  

Sanjeev Trehan interacting
with media persons at Jammu
on Friday. -Excelsior/Rakesh

Locals take up power
crisis issue with DC
Excelsior Correspondent

REASI, May 30: A deputa-
tion of local people met
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
and apprised him about the
problems being faced by them
due to long power cuts.

The deputation told that
the power crisis is at rise and
the officials of PDD are not
paying any heed towards that.
Due to long power cuts, the
students preparing for the
forthcoming competitive
exams are the worst sufferers. 

They demanded curtail-
ment of power cut hours,
installation of electronic
meters, removal of illegal
connections, power supply
from Salal Power Station and
completion of Beela Grid
Station.

DC gave patient hearing to
the demands raised by the
deputation and assured early
redressal.

Those present were Sorab
Mengi, Dheeraj Gupta, Vivek
Anand, Nipun Anand,
Abhineet Pandoh, Surinder
Sharma, Ankush Nargotra,
Karandev Singh, Rajesh
Pandoh and Vishnu.

Annual Mahayagya performed
Thousands pay obeisance
to Bhagawaan Gopinath

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: Braving
the sweltering heat thousands of
devotees drawn from different
parts of Jammu thronged the
Bhagawaan Gopinath Ashram at
Udaiwala Bohri near here today
to pay obeisance to Bhagawaan
Ji where an annual Mahayagya
was performed.

The rush of devotees started
from early in the morning and it
swelled by the afternoon.   The
Mahayagya started yesterday
evening and Puranahuti was per-
formed this afternoon. The devo-
tees were served with Prashad
after Puranahuti.

Besides, the other religious
activity Bhajan Kirtan continued
in the Ashram throughout the
day and devotees performed
pooja under the lotus feet of
Bhagawaan Ji. On the occasion,
a mass prayer was held for the
universal peace and upliftment
of humanity. The Ashram had
made elaborate arrangements for
the devotees. There was such a
huge rush in the Ashram that
devotees were waiting in long
queues for darshan till late in the
evening. To assist the Ashram
management in the arrangements
and maintaining order, the police
personnel were also pressed into
service by administration.

Besides, hundreds of volun-
teers were also pressed into serv-
ice by Ashram to assist the devo-
tees. To beat the scorching heat
the arrangements for serving
Sharbat to devotees were also
made by the Ashram.

Bhagawaan Gopinath who is
highly revered by his devotees
all over the globe is considered a
living force by them. The centers
dedicated to him throughout the
globe are hub of religious activi-
ties, a handout issued by
Bhagawaan Gopinath Trust said. 

According to the handout
Mahayagya was also performed
at Bhagawaan Ji's Ashram at
Kharyar Srinagar in Kashmir
Valley, Greater Kailash,
Pamposh Enclave, New Delhi,
its other centers Amar Colony
Gole Gujral, Camp road Talab
Tillo, Jammu, Sanatan Dharam
Mandir near Vikaspuri Ashram,
New Mahavir Nagar, New Delhi,
Narmadeshwar Mahadev
Mandir, Sion Trombay road,
Chembur, Mumbai, Anand
Mangal Hall, Kandivilli
Mumbai, Shiv Mandir Sutarwadi
Pashan Pune, Devanagondi
Hoshali, Bangalore, Rural dis-
trict Chandigarh, Amritsar and
also at various other parts of
country and abroad.

A Mahayagya being performed at Bhagawaan Gopinath
Ashram at Udaiwala on Friday.

KU VC Prof AM Shah and others offering juice to devotees
during a social service camp on Friday.

KU organizes social service 
camps for devotees

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, May 30: On
the occasion of Friday follow-
ing Shab-e-Meraj, social serv-
ice camps were organized by
the Kashmir University’s
Department of Students’
Welfare in collaboration with
the Protocol wing.

During the camps, Vice-
Chancellor of KU, Prof A M
Shah served juice to devotees
visiting the Hazratbal shrine
and also interacted with them.

The VC was accompanied
by Registrar Prof Zafar Ahmad
Reshi, Dean Students Welfare
Prof Nilofar Khan, Chief
Proctor Prof Naseer Iqbal,

Asstt Dean Students Welfare
Dr B K Patak, Deputy Proctor
Dr Riyaz Ahmad Qureshi and
Culture Officer Shahid Ali
Khan who joined the camp and
served sweet water to the
devotees.

Two camps were organized
for serving the devotees — one
near the Maulana Rumi (RA)
Gate and the other near the Sir
Syed Gate of the Varsity.

While serving juice to the
devotees the VC said: “It is a
part of our responsibility
towards society and the
University has the tradition to
organize such camps every
year on the occasion of Shab-
e-Meraj”.

Rehari Colony residents protest 
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: A protest
demonstration was held by resi-
dents of Rehari Colony at
Master Devi Chand Municipal
Park in protest against Poor
maintenance of the park, insani-
tation lake of  lighting arrange-
ments. Some prominent citizens
of the area also participated in
the protest. Senior BJP leader
and State Incharge of BJP Cells
Sat Sharma (CA) and State pub-
licity secretary Arun Chibber led
the protest. 

The protestors raised slogans
against JMC for not maintaining
the park in the way in which it is
to be maintained.

Addressing protestors Sat
Sharma (CA) said that the park
has been a great source of

healthy environment for the res-
idents of Rehari Colony but the
Municipality has failed to main-
tain the park. He said that people
taking a walk in the evening face
difficulty in walking due to lack
of lighting arrangements.

Sharma said no facility of
drinking water is available in the
park where people face problem
in Summer.

Vijay Gandotra, Sham
Sharma, Mukesh Gupta, Munish
Gujral, Kishore Chandan,
Varinder Gupta, MK Bhardwaj,
Naresh Sawhney, Munish Raja,
Shubh Lata, Sheetal Gupta,
Smita Chadda, Parveen Devi,
Chanchal Gupta, Rani Devi,
Ashi Sharma, Dr. Sudesh were
among the prominent citizens of
the area present in the protest
demonstration.

Bazaz, Shaheen oppose 
abrogation of Article 370
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, May 30: Amid the
controversy over Union Minister
of State in the PMO Jitendra
Singh's remark’s on the repeal of
Article 370, senior Kashmiri
leader Pandit Bhushan Bazaz
today called for restraint on the
issue.

"The whole question is
extremely sensitive and must be
handled coolly and in a mature
fashion," he said in a statement.

Bazaz expressed distress
over the controversy and said
that any "steam-roller approach"
of dealing with the issue was
inappropriate.

He said the situation had to
be looked at in an integral fash-
ion, including the international
dimension, the Constitutional
position, the legal aspects as
well as the political aspects.

He said if J&K is an integral
part of India, not necessarily
mean it has to be treated on a par
with other States. "Hong Kong is
an 'integral part' of China but has
been given a special dispensa-
tion. There are in fact numerous
examples around the world in
which, due to special circum-
stances, certain areas or regions
have been given a special dis-
pensation," Bazaz added.

Castigating Union Minister
of State and newly elected MP
from Doda-Udhampur, Lok
Sabha Constituency, Dr Jatindra
Singh for his statement regard-
ing repealing of Art 370
National Conference leader
Meer Sajjad Shaheen has said
that if BJP is serious to see
Article 370 scrapped from
Indian Constitution, the party
has to first open the question of
State's accession with India. 

He said J&K's accession
with India will end automatical-
ly if BJP tampers with Article
370 as claimed by them on the
very first day of taking over the
reins of power in the country.

"Accession will end auto-
matically if Article 370 is tem-
pered with. Any attempt to fid-
dle with it will open old wounds
which would be difficult to
heal," the NC leader said. He
said Article 370 is a bridge
between JK and India. "If the
bridge falls, we too will fall
apart from rest of the country,"

"Let us understand that
(debate on) Article 370 can't be
reopened without reopening the
entire question of accession of
J&K with India," Shaheen said
while speaking addressing a
meeting of Party office bearers
in Banihal today. 
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The �fth metro: To save a lake

A new study on the Dal Lake could point the way in dealing with ecological challenges
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The famed Dal Lake is Srinagar’s most important landmark and �gures right
on the top of every tourist’s Kashmir itinerary.

A multi-dimensional group of experts from the Bangalore-based biodiversity and environment think tank, ATREE (Ashoka Trust for Research
in Ecology and Environment), embarked on a wide-ranging study to save Srinagar’s Dal Lake. The ATREE team of experts includes a water
quality scientist, a hydrologist, a sociologist, an institutional management and governance expert and an ecologist. The study, backed by the
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United Nations Development Programme, will close next month, and will be a one-of-its-kind, comprehensive enquiry into the challenges
faced by Kashmir’s crown jewel.

The famed Dal Lake is Srinagar’s most important landmark and �gures right on the top of every tourist’s Kashmir itinerary. Lined by beautiful
gardens dating back to the Mughal era, the lake covers an area of about 24 sq km. More than 50,000 shikara (wooden boat) dwellers live in
its vicinity and 1,200 stationary boats �oat on its waters. Over the years, the lake has come under increasing threat because of population
explosion, encroachment and pollution, leading to the ATREE study being commissioned by the UNDP on the Jammu and Kashmir
government’s request.

The Dal Lake’s problems are numerous. Its area is shrinking because of development activity. Those living around it have been reclaiming
land for cultivation. Sewage facilities have not been provided to either the locals living around the lake or the houseboats catering to tourists.

The ATREE study, which started early this year, is a rapid scoping analysis, an intense study accomplished in a short period, describes
Ganesan Balachander, ATREE’s director and the head of its Dal Lake study team. Looking at what has been already done, the team hopes to
plug the gaps in knowledge and recommend further steps, Balachander said.

There has been no dearth of probes on the Dal Lake. Interventions date back to the 1970s, when the chief minister of the time, Farooq
Abdullah, set up an initiative to look into its development. In 1990, a New Zealand �rm was hired to study the lake and in 2000, the Indian
Institute of Technology at Roorkee undertook yet another in-depth analysis of the lake’s problems. “The problems of the lake are well known
and many PhDs have been earned by studying it,” said Irfan Yasin, the vice chairman of the J&K government’s lakes and waterways
development authority who oversaw the lake’s development until his retirement a few weeks ago.

However, its breadth and multi-disciplinary approach to problem-solving set apart the Bangalore-based ATREE’s investigation. The think tank
has put together a composite team to address a problematic issue from a variety of angles in natural sciences, social sciences, economic
policy and technology.

LATEST VIDEOS

Manzoor Shah, a botanist from the University of Kashmir who specialises in aquatic ecology, says that the solutions from past studies have
been engineering-based rather than ecological. The studies have been fragmented and there has been no coordination between the study
experts, agencies managing the lake and people living around the lake. “Despite many interventions and huge spending, there has been little
change,” said Shah, who is coordinating the UNDP study team’s efforts on the ground.

The Dal Lake holds profound meaning for the people of Kashmir, says ATREE’s Siddharth Krishnan, a sociologist on the team. “I’m looking at
the lake people’s aspirations, the future they envisage for it and the future they see for themselves around the lake,” he said. Another ATREE
team member is studying the e�ciency of the �ve sewage treatment plants situated around it. Balachander himself is looking at the
governance issues.
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ATREE, which specialises in biodiversity and conservation research is funded by the likes of ,
Tata, the Ford Foundation, the World Bank, Infosys co-founder S.D. Shibulal and another co-founder
Nandan Nilekani’s spouse, Rohini Nilekani. Its in�uential work has been instrumental in getting
southern India’s Western Ghats recognised as a Unesco World Heritage site, blockading mining in
the Kudremukh forests and granting community forest rights to the tribal people of BR Hills near
Mysore.

ATREE’s report on the Dal Lake, to be submitted in June to the J&K government, will be written in the
context of what is feasible, giving it a greater likelihood of being sustained. “It is a practical,
pragmatic approach,” says Shah of Kashmir University. For instance, it will suggest an institutional
mechanism where locals will be fully involved in reviving the lake — such as training local lake managers and dealing sensitively with those
living around the lake. The report will cover the duration, techniques and costing of the revival project, including awareness building, involving
local citizen groups and providing alternate livelihoods.

A holistic approach that also involves local residents could be the way forward in dealing with India’s myriad ecological challenges.
Balachander says ATREE’s integrated approach has a good chance of succeeding — provided political will and funding come together, of
course. If the Dal Lake revival study’s suggestions are successfully implemented, then a similar management regime can be built around
wetlands, water bodies and rivers around the country, from the Ganga in the north to the lakes of Bangalore.

saritha.rai@expressindia.com

Will Priyanka Gandhi's entry into politics be a game changer for Cong?

1st ODI: Bowlers, Dhawan script easy win for India against Kiwis

Priyanka's appointment highlights Rahul's failure: BJP
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